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Full story of the Knoxôs of Raphoe Part Four 

 

James and Jane Knox (nee) Tait second son Adam Tait Knox born 

1898 at Craig's, Convoy. 

 

Adam was educated at Convoy joined National School, under the 

guidance of Master Heuston, National School Teacher at that 

time. 

 

 
AdamTait Knox (b) 10th June 1898, 

 

 

Adam grew up at the Craig's, Convoy, and attended the Reformed Presbyterian 

Church and Sunday school at Ballyboe, Convoy, where he was admitted as a 

Communicant in November 1913. 
 

Adam remained at the Craigs, Convoy, until he emigrated to New Zealand on 

17th February1926. 
 

Adam Tait Knox, Hazlet Hastings, Cornigillagh, and Joseph Alison, the Green, 

Convoy, all went to New Zealand at the same time. 
 

Adam on his arrival in New Zealand went into Road way Repair, then joined the 

Mental Nursing Profession and worked there for some time before taking up 

Agriculture.  

He obtained his first farm of land at Kati Kati, Auckland, New Zealand of 200 

acres of bush over looking the Coast, of which he paid $100. 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Adamôs son Collin with cousin Isabel Stevenson (nee)Knox, Jimôs wife Ruth Knox (nee) Bell, Collinôs 

Cousin Ivan Knox, Ivanôs wife Letitia Knox (nee) Hardy, taken with our backs to Adams Knoxôs Farm in 

1997 when we were there on Holiday. The house was his first home on the farm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  Adam and Susan Knoxôs farm at Kati Kati, with Bay of Plenty in the background,  
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After his day's work at the Hospital, he would start to clear up the Bush on the 

farm and to build his new home there. 

One day as he was at clearing up operation on a farm, he stop to light at a 

cigarette, and not thinking dropped the lighted match on the ground, without any 

intentions of setting the ground on fire. 
 

Suddenly a fire broke out all around him and burned and the entire Bush on the 

200 acre holding, as well as buring many acres of ground that did not belong to 

him at all. 

That 200 acre farm never was tilled; it remained in grass through out Adams life 

time. 
 

Hazlet Hastings also went into Agriculture and set up a large dairying business 

supplying the local townôs with fresh Milk daily, their is a street in Tauranga 

named after the Hasting family, known as Hastings Street. 
 

Joseph Allison was not as fortunate; he got into trouble with the Law and spent 

some time in prison. Nothing more as known of Joseph Alison 

 

Adam Knox married Ethel Clara Wright a New Zealand Lady, 

she had a problem called Motor Neuron of which she inherited 

from her family, together she and Adam had three sons, their 

names where James born, 1936, John born, 1938, and Collins 

born, 1940. 

 
Adam and his wife Ethel (nee) Wright, on their wedding day in 1933 in New 

Zealand. 

Shortly after the birth of Collins, the mother Susan took ill; her 

husband Adam took her to a number of doctors in different parts of New Zealand 

seeking help for her but to of no avail.  In less than years Susan was in a 

wheelchair. Motor Neuron disease is a very debilitating problem resulting in one 

losing the power of every muscle in the body, as did Susan.  She died after seven 

years of illness. Adams was left to care for the family and to earn money to 

educate them. 

 
 

Adam and Ethelôs eldest son James 

and his wife Ruth Knox (nee) Bell. 

 

                                    Orchard Farm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

James being their eldest became a 

carpenter and went into house 

building,  and married Ruth Bell a 

local girl, they had a family of two 

sons and three daughters, their 

names are, 
                         

Jim and Ruth daughter Sharon                                                              Water fall on Jim and Ruthôs farm        
 And husband Murray Mannion    
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 SShhaarroonn  aanndd  MMuurrrraayy  wwoorrkkeedd  iinn  PPaaccii ff iicc  IIssllaannddss,,  WWeesstteerrnn  

SSaammooaa,,  AAmmeerriiccaann  SSaammooaa  aanndd    

  

FFiiggii ..  BBuutt  rreettuurrnneedd  ttoo  NNeeww  ZZeeaallaanndd  iinn  tthhee  yyeeaarr  22000000,,  

SShhaarroonn  mmaarrrriieedd  MMuurrrraayy  MMaannnniioonn  aanndd  hhaass  ttwwoo  ooff   aa  ffaammii ll yy,,  

EEmmmmaa  bboorrnn  11999911  aanndd  CChhllooee  bboorrnn  11999977..      
 

These are the new address at which you will be able to contact any of these 

families after the 29
th
 August 2001. 

 

Murray and Sharon Mannion, 80 Ingram Rd, Drury, Auckland, New Zealand 
 

Andrew married a local girl named Trish Zingel, Trish 

originally came from South Africa and is a Medical 

Doctor, while Andrew is a qualified Carpenter, and 

they were married in the year 2001, and live in 

Tauranga, New Zealand. 

 

Andrew and Trish Knox, 22 Dawn View Place, RD.6, 

Te Puna, Tauranga Auckland, 

 

Michel & Kim are not married as yet, the live in Tauranga. 

 

 
Michelle and Kim Knox, PO.Box 952, Tauranga, Auckland, New 

Zealand. Their new address is? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                                   Jim and Ruth centre with son Paul and his wife Trudy, 

                                                                                    in May 1997 at Paul and Trudyôs wedding 
 

Paul and Trudy Knox, 29 Santa Monica Drive, Royal Palm Beach Estate, 

Papamoa. New Zealand 
  

Paul married Trudy Marsh and lives in Tauranga, 

they have one son born 2000 named Ephrain.  

Trudy is a daughter of Geoffrey and Carol Marsh, 

241 Otumeotia roads, Tauranga New Zealand. 

Trudy and Paul were married in the Baptist Church 

there on Saturday the 17th of May 1997.  Followed 

by a Reception and dance at the Quality Hotel, 

corner of Willow and Park Street, Tauranga.  
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James Knox contacted the deadly disease of Motor Neuron in 1986, he was a man 

of great faith and always believed that the Lord would heal him, his most loved 

passage from the Bible is John, Chapter Fourteen, Jimôs life was spared for 

thirteen more years before he was eventually called Home at Five p.m. Irish time, 

on the 18th of December at 1998. 

 

James Knoxôs wife Ruth Knox (nee) Bell contacted Cancer, she was a loving and 

caring wife and mother to both her family and especially her husband James, even 

through her own serious illness she nursed her husband. 

 

They were both admitted to a Nursing  Home convenient to their own home, 

Ruthôs condition deteriorate very rapidly and passed away, on the 13
th
 October 

1998, her husband James passed away two months later in 1998 as well.  

 

Myself and my wife Letitia went to New Zealand in May 1997, and stayed with 

James and Ruth and family at 237 Warner Road together with my sister Isabel 

Stevenson (nee) Knox in 1997, this was the very first time that both families had 

ever met in person although 70 years had passed in the meantime, what a great 

meeting that was, a meeting that I will treasure for the rest of my life. when we 

were in New Zealand in 1997 we also visited with Adam and Susan second sonôs 

wife and family, as their son John had passed away with Motor Neuron which he 

inherited from his mother, John died of his Illness in 1992, leaving Diane his wife 

and two children, their son Wayne qualified as an Architect in 1998 while their 

daughter Mirianna has not completed her education as yet, these children were 

born in the late 1970ôs and early 1980s.  Diane was a member of the Maori family 

Race.  

 

                                            
Adam and Ethel 

Knox Nee) Wright 

and family. John is  

At bottom left       

Letitia Knox with 

Diane wife of John 

Knox see  

 

 

                             

Picture on the left 

for John, Adam and Susan Knoxôs second son  

 

 This family also lived a close to Tauranga. 

 
Adam and Ethel Knox (nee) Wrightôs son  

Collin New Zealand picture 1997 

 

Colin Knox worked in the building trade & is a plumber and 

spent some time in Australia where he met but did not marry 

the mother of his daughter Michelle, born in 1971, Michelle 

is now married herself with a family of her own and still live 

in Australia. He returned to New Zealand in the early 1990ôs and married a girl 

from Thailand named Joy Kanda in 1998 they have one son named Andrew Jay 

Knox, born 15
th
 March 1999 , Colin & his wife & son live at 3, Trolley Cresent , 

Kati Kati Auckland, Zealand . The same Town that his Father Adam Tait Knox 
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emigrated to from Ireland in 1926.  We also visited Colin when we were there and 

met him on several occasions during our holiday. 
 

When Adam Knox left Ireland in February 1926 he never returned home, the only 

way of communicating with each other at that time was by a letter and by 

ordinary mail, some letters took up to three months to travel from New Zealand to 

Ireland. 
 

Adam Tait Knox bore 10th June 1898, Baptized 29
th
 July 1898. Emigrated to New 

Zealand in February 1926.  died in New Zealand in 1965, aged 67 years and is 

laid to rest in New Zealand , his wife has also laid to Rest in the same Cemetery 
 

Mary Roulston Knox born 1896, Baptized 1998
,
 by the Rev. Scott, in the 

Reformed Presbyterian Church 1927 Convoy, died 1898, aged just two years, and 

is laid to rest in the Presbyterian Church Burial Grounds, Convoy. 

 

Rebecca Mary Knox born 1901, Baptized December the Third 1901. By the 

Reverend Scott, in the Reformed Presbyterian Church Convoy.  Died November 

1903, aged Two years, and is laid to rest in the Presbyterian Church Graveyard, 

Convoy.  

Elizabeth Knox born January 2
nd

 1904, Baptized 31
st
 March 1904, Admitted to 

Communion October 1921 by the Reverend Scott, The Reformed Presbyterian 

Church, Convoy, died 1986, aged 82 years, and is laid to rest in the Presbyterian 

Church Graveyard in Donoughmore.  Wife of Charles McKane, White hill, 

Killygordon. 

 

Elizabeth (Lizzie) Knox went to Maidstone in Kent and joined the Nursing 

Profession; she was joined there by her cousin 

Connie Mc Clean, Callan, Ballybofey, who had 

also joined the Nursing Profession.  
 

 Lizze returned from England to marry Charles 

Mc Kane, White Hill, Killygordon, Lizzie was a 

sister of Joseph Knox of Labadoo. 

 

                                                       

Joseph Knox married a sister of Charles 

McKane, named Sarah (Cissie) McKane, 

White hill, Killygordon.  It was where a 

brother and sister married a brother and sister 

and the families became doubly related. 

 

Charles McKane and 

Sarah McKane had 

one brother and one 

sister more.  

Their names where the eldest of the family John, and 

his sister Isabel (Isa),  
 

John married Frances Borden in England both were 

Doctors and had a family of two daughters, their names 

are Shirley and Jean both married with families of the 
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own.  This family still lives in England. 

 

Isabel Mc Kane (Isa) married Samuel John 

Patterson, and lived at the Laurel Hill, Castlefinn.  

The had a family of seven, four girls and three boys, 

all of this family is also married with families of the 

own. 

 

The McKane family connection can be traced back 

to the early 1750ôs when they lived at Drumboe, 

Ballybofey, County Donegal. 
 

 For to trace that connection you will find it in and a 

book named the McKane Connection which was 

written by myself and presented to Stranorlar Presbyterian Church Repair fund as 

a Fund Raiser, to date this book has raised in excess of £ 5000 for the repair fund, 

it is priced at £50 ï 00 Irish Punts, or in the New European Currency 90 (Euro). 

This book is been retained by the Presbyterian  Church in Stranorlar and anyone 

who wishes to avail of it can have the same by contacting Ivan Knox, Corcam, 

Ballybofey, County Donegal, Ireland. Or by contacting The Minister in Charge,  

Presbyterian Church Manse, Donoughmore, Castlefinn, County Donegal, Ireland. 

 

Lizzie and Charles McKane 

(nee) Knox lived on the farm at 

Whitehall, carrying on the 

farming tradition handed down 

from Charlie's father James, who 

inherited from his father John 

that came originally from 

Drumboe.  Charlie was well 

known around the locality for his 

extensive knowledge of Animal 

husbandry and assistant 

neighbours and friends on many occasions with his animal husbandry skills 

It was here that Lizzie and Charles brought up their family of two sons and three 

daughters, James, Charles, Phyllis, Isabel and Jean. 

 
 

James born 2nd July 1941 the eldest 

son, married Ireene Leeper Drumboe, 

Stranorlar, and they have a family of 

three sons, 
 

David born 1976, Wesley born 1977, 

and Gareth born 1983.  
 

David qualified as a Quantity 

Surveyor and works in Belfast. While 

Wesleyôs interests lie with 

Engineering and is working with a 
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local firm, gaining experience as part of his studies with McMenamin Engineering 

in Killygordon. Gareth is a student at a Royal and Prior School in Raphoe. 

 

Lizzie and Charlieôs second son, Charles born 1943 

married Betty Wade, Ballymoney, County Antrim.  Charlie 

trained and qualified as a Psychiatric nurse and worked as a 

Supervisor in a Psychiatric Hospital in Cheym, London 

with Betty his wife's who is also a Charge Nurse at the 

same Hospital for many years before returning home to 

Ballymoney upon their retirement.  Charlie and Betty have 

no children.  

Betty had one daughter from a previous marriage. 

Lizzie and Charlieôs eldest daughter, 

Phyllis born 1944, married Samuel 

Wallace, Ballyboe, Convoy, where they 

built their new home. They have four of a 

family, Colin, born 1965, Trevor born, 

1966, Derek born, 1970, and Denice born, 

1972. 

 

 

 

Colin married Lynn Hastings from St. Johnston and they 

have three children, Jonathan, born 1990, Sarah, born 

1994, and Joshua, born 1998. Colin works with a Security 

firm, in Northern Ireland, while Lynn takes care of the 

children at home. 

 

Trevor, who is not a married as yet, is a Panel Beater by 

trade in the motor industry; he is self employed, working 

from home. 

 

 

 

Derek married Corinne. In the United States of America in 

the year 2000. Corinne is of Dutch Nationality and are now 

back home in Holland, they will be celebrating their marriage 

on 18th August 2001. Quite a number of their family and 

friends are going to Holland to join in the celebrations. 

 

 

 

 

Denise married Stephen Magee, Mc. Brides 

Street, Raphoe; they are now living at 

Artigarven, Strabane, County Tyrone.  They 

have got one daughter named Amy born 2001; 

Stephen works at Validating Cars, and also 

preparing houses for re letting after occupancy. 

 



 8 

 

Lizzie and Charlie's second daughter Isabel married 

William Duncan, a farmer from Belleghan, 

Manorcunningham, County Donegal, where they have an 

extensive sheep and dairy farm.  

They have four of a family, Gail, born 1970, Gillian, born 

1972, Gwendolyn, born 1974, and Darrell, born 1979. 

 

Gail works as a Nurse in Letterkenny General Hospital, and 

is not married as yet, 

Gillian is a Childminder for a family near Enniskillen,  

 And married Gerard Harte from near Enniskillen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                                                      

 Gwendolyn married Malcolm Johnston, a farmer 

from Manorcunningham; they have two children, 

Alan born in 1999 and Abbey their daughter born 

2000. 

 

 

Darrell is currently helping to run the family farm, and is not married as of yet. 

He resides at home with his parents 
 

Lizzie and Charlieôs third daughter, Jean Tait McKane, of 

Whitehall Killygordon, married Derek Johnston McCreary 

from Crossroads, Killygordon, on the 25th August 1971 in 

Donoughmore Presbyterian Church, County Donegal, 

Ireland.  
 

Jean Tait McKane was born on 15
th
 of August 1950, and 

Derek Johnston Mc.Creary was born on the 14
th
.June 

1952, and died on August 2nd, 1994, and died in Gold 

River, B C, Canada. Descendants of Derek Johnston McCreary     

 

                                              By Hayley Alexandra McCreary, 

 

 

Hayley Alexandra McCreary and  

David Michael Picard. November 2001, 

 At Cowichan, BC. Canada. 

 

 

 


