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Full Story of the Knoxôs of Raphoe Part three 
 

William John is the President of the Madison Co. Farmers Institute. 
 

John King Eaton is married and has one adopted child, to a son. King is quite 

active in Agricultural and particularly as relates to the dairy business. 

He was President for several years of the Sanitary Milk Producers of this part of 

Illinois and Missouri. 

The Association speaks for the dairy men in their dealings with the Re-tailors and 

Whole Sale in the St.Louis,  Mo. area. 

King is now the Director for this part of Illinois, for the Illinois Agricultural 

Association (I.A.A.).  

He and his wife last December attended the National farm Bureau meeting in San 

Fran cisco, California.  They went down to New Orleans, La. across La.  And 

Texas, crossed over into Old Mexico, visited the Carlsbad Caverns in New 

Mexico, Phoenix, Arizona, Los Angeles, California, San Francisco, California of 

course, then back through the Royal George, etc.etc...and home. 
 

Samuel West Eaton is married with daughter and she is a Registered Nurse, and 

was in Europe, Belgium, Germany, etc.  She was rated as 1
st
.  Lieutenant I think. 

 

A trio consisting of a Doctor from Chicago, Illinois, a Mexicanôô handymanôô 

from Texas, and Lieutenant Eaton worked right behind the lines.  

She is back in the United States of America now. 
 

Samuel W. Eaton was a Second Lieutenant in the Field Artillery in Word War 

One. 
 

Thomas Marion Eaton, the youngest, was an Ensign in World War One, (neither 

óô Samuel Westôô nor óôTomôô got over seas). 

Thomas married a granddaughter of Aunt Mattie Blackburn Grey, and, of course, 

a first cousin of his own once removed. 

Tom was elected in 1934 Vice___ Mayor of Long Beach, California, Elected in 

1936 as Mayor of that City, and in 1939 was elected as Congressman from his 

district in California, 

West died on September 16th, 1939, of Cancer of the Liver, aged 43 years in 

August before he died, 12 days after a Tom's death his widow gave birth to a son 

and she named him Robert Burdick Eaton. 
 

Tom left two other children, Elizabeth Eaton, and Tom Summer Eaton. The latter 

was in the Service in 1946. I do not know whether he was in it now or not. 

John Knox, born in Ireland, Emigrated to the United States of America in 1850. 

John went with his sister Martha Knox who was married to Sam Blackburn, 

according to letters, Sam Blackburn went to United States of America first, and 

then took the family out a year or so later. It was at this time John Knox went 

out. 
 

They went by Sailing boat and landed in New Orleans, in the United States of 

America, John stayed in the South. 

Martha and Sam heard from John from time to time. Then news stopped. A 

violent epidemic of Yellow Fever swept through South America, and it is 
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believed that John Knox died in that epidemic. No mention was ever made of 

marriage. 
 

Samuel West Blackburn, born , on August 6
th
 1858, in Edwardsville, Illinois,  

United States of America, and was 88 years old in 1946, his wife as was also alive 

at this time and was 93 years of age, five years older than he. 

I am forwarding  at copy of this letter to Lieutenant W. P. Eaton Q 873 452,  

3032 I.S. Co. (Avon Prov) A.P.O.32, C / o.  Postmaster, New York City. New 

York. I would be glad to hear from you further, your cousin, Henry B. 

Eaton. 

 
 

Jane Knox born, and Emigrated to the United States of 

America, married Thomas Henderson, this family 

settled in the State of Maine, U.S.A...  Janeôs sister 

Rebecca Cullen (nee) Knox, Australia, corresponded 

with Thomas Henderson, and Rebecca had a 

Photograph of Thomas Hendersonôs Mother. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ann Knox born,  Ireland (circa 1820) and Emigrated to the United States of 

America, married James Mc. Clure (circa born) 1810. Ann Knoxôs Sister Martha 

also emigrated to U.S.A. and married Hussey McCoy and lived at Blue Mound, 

Illinois U.S.A.  Isnôt it strange that her niece Mary Elizabeth McClure were to 

marry Anson Barnett at that address in 1890?  
 

I think that this is the McClure Family from Trentibee, Convoy. Co.Donegal, 

Ireland, This McClure family emigrated to the U.S.A. around 1842, they were 

married in 1848. I donôt know if they were married in Ireland or the U.S.A. they 

had a family of five children.  
 

This next piece of information is from correspondence that I received from a 

direct relation in Cochrane, Alberta, Canada, in October 2002, and it is the very 

first contact that was made with this family in over One Hundred and Twenty five 

Years. His name is Dennis Roll, a direct descendant of Ann Knox born 1820 and 

James McClure born 1810 Convoy Ireland. This is taken from a Census Report of 

1860,which I received on 27
th
 October 2002, and states that in Gibson County, 

Patoka, Indiana, U.S.A.on the 16
th
. July, 1860,the census report states that; Head 

of household is James McClure, aged 50 years, farmer, born in Ireland, included 

in the census were his wife Ann, aged 40 years, born in Ireland; Francis, female 

age 11 years born in Patoka, William J. aged 10, born in Patoka, Richard, aged 8 

years, born in Patoka, Mary Elizabeth, aged 5, born in Patoka, Martha Ann aged 2 

years, born in Pakota, Rebecca Jane born May 1850, Pakota, Indiana, U.S.A. 

Dennis Roll is absolutely sure that this is the family that came to the U.S.A. in 

1842 and are our direct linage,.(his and mine)      

What became of their children? 
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One of the children named Mary Elizabeth, married William Anson Barnett and 

came to Alberta, Canada, at a late age, together with two children, Jesse Ann 

Barnett and James Thomas Barnett.  Martha Ann McClure sister of Elizabeth 

Mary Barnett (nee) McClure also came to Canada with them... 

 

The picture left was taken 

Strathmore Alberta Canada, in 

1921. The tall man in the centre 

with the grey hair is Anson 

Barnett; the lady to his left in the 

light sweater is Mary Elizabeth 

McClure, his wife. 

The elderly lady immediately to 

her left and behind is Martha 

Ann McClure. 

The lady third from the right with white scarf is Jesse Ann McClure, my 

grandmother 

The young man to Ansonôs right and behind is his son James. 

The baby is my uncle Wallace, son of Jesse Ann. 

 

James McClure died sometime between 1871 and 1880, he is 

buried at the Bowling Green Cemetery, just South West of 

the city of Effingham. After James McClure died the family 

moved to Edwardsville Illinois.  

 

The only McClureôs that moved to Canada were daughter 

Mary Elizabeth McClure, who married Anson Barnett, and 

Mary Elizabethôs sister  

 

 

Martha Ann McClure, she never married, and is buried at Strathmore, Alberta.  

 

Jesse Barnett daughter of; Anson and 

Mary Elizabeth Barnett (nee) 

McClure, (nee) Knoxôs daughter 

Jesse Barnett married  

Albert Millar in 1918 at Rockford, 

Alberta,Canada.a small town North 

East of Strathmore. He originally 

came from North Germany as a baby 

with his parents to Chicago in 1887. 

He grew up there and out in Nebraska 

before coming to Alberta in 1909 to homestead. In 1970 some of his relatives still 

living on the farm in Germany that they had left way back in the late 1800ôs 

 

Jesse and Albert had four children; Wallace (b) 1920, Mary (b) 1924, Helen, (b) 

1926 and James (b) 1930. Their mother Jesse died suddenly from Typhoid Fever     

 In September 1930 .Albert and their son Wallace were sick also at that time, but 

survived.  
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James Barnett son of; Anson and Mary Elizabeth Barnett (nee) McClure, (nee) 

Knox, married Ezit. Blanche Sibley or Haskayne, she died in 1932, James married 

the second time Mary Relinger. By this marriage they had two sons; Edward and 

Bill. Edward lives in Calgary, (an electrician), and Bill lives on the original 

homestead at Strathmore, He has a large and cattle feeding operation there. 

Edward and Bill are both married and have children. 

 

The family of Albert and Jesse Miller  their daughter Mary; married Rudolf 

Alexander Roll, father of Dennis Roll born 1946, and lives at Cochrane, Alberta, 

Canada, now in the year of 2002. He says that his mother inherited an old photo 

album that she believes belonged to her Mother and before that to her grand 

mother Mary Elizabeth McClure, daughter of James and Ann McClure, (nee) 

Knox 1820. Unfortunately most of these old photographs did not have captions, 

so we donôt know who they are. There is one taken in Melbourne, Australia that 

may have been of Rebecca. If Jesse had not died so young, I am sure I would 

know today who they all were. Another one that I have is that of Rebecca 

Blackburn (nee) Knox, b.1814 fact. 
 

 My mother Mary Roll, (nee) Miller, (nee) Barnett. Died December 2002. I have 

two sisters and a younger brother; Bonnie, Lorelei and Kevin. 

 My Father Rudolf Alexander Roll, (born August 28
th)

 1923, died December 2
nd

. 

1995...  

Wallace, Helen and James Miller are still living. Wallace is 82 now, he married 

Milly Harriman and have a number of children; Carolyn, Weldon, Allison, and 

Lyle. 

 

Helen married Paul Peterson and live at Oliver, British Columbia, their children 

are; Karsten, Kirk and Eric.       

 

James, still farms the original home farm at Rockyford, it is a large farm and 

includes amongst other things like Hoggs and Grain, the farm has also an 

irrigation system. The original Barn that my grandfather built still stands, 

measuring about 80 feet by 150 feet. It is of wood, built somewhere between 

1918- 1828. 

James and Mrs Miller have two children; Greg and Jeannie. 

 

Elizabeth Mary Barnett (nee) McClure died January 29
th
.1934, 

William Anson Barnett died January 29
th
. 1938. 

Martha Ann McClure died December 22
nd

. 1936. 

They are all buried in Strathmore, Alberta, Canada. 
 

Here is a piece concerning the death of Mrs. Anson Barnett found in the library 

and archives in Calgary, Alberta, Canada  It was on Micro Film, it was discovered 

by Dennis Roll, and it reads thus. 
 

 

DEATH OF MRS. ANSON BARNETT.  
 

Mary Elizabeth McClure, Mrs Barnettôs maiden name, was born at Pittsburg, 

Pennsylvania on the 13
th
. April 1854.The family shortly moved to Princeton, 

Indiana, and again to Effingham, Ilinois, where her father died, and thence to 
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Edwardsville Illinois, where most of her childhood was spent. She was married to 

Anson Barnett in 1890, and lived in the neighbourhood until 1909. In March 1909 

the family came to Canada, and settled on land seven miles east of Strathmore 

where have since resided. 

Mrs Barnettôs life has been one of service and uplift to all those she came in 

contact. She could do any work; she has mixed mortar and repaired plaster of her 

house. She could apply a tourniquet and stop a bleeding artery. She could make a 

silk dress and was an authority on the cutting and fitting of all womenôs apparel. 

Moreover she was a woman of strong and fearless personality and made her 

presence felt for good in every group she joined. 

 

About three years ago she became totally blind from an infliction called hardening 

of the eye balls. 

From her girlhood she had been a member of the Presbyterian Church until 

coming to Canada when they joined the United Church. 
 

In her younger days she was active in organizing Sunday school picnics and 

church socials. 
 

She leaves her husband and one son James Thomas and one elderly sister Martha 

Ann McClure. And one grandchild at home and four grandchildren at Rockyford 

to Mourne her loss. It can be said that she left the world purer and better for 

having lived in it. Of such is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 

The funeral was held from the United Church Strathmore, on the 31
st
. January 

1934 at two p.m.. The Rev. Brundage officiating. 

Funeral arrangements in charge of Chase and Co. Funeral Home. 

Pallbearers were Mr. S Garriott, Garriott. Bill Damen, Jim McCormack, Harold 

Scheer and A. Weyer.   
 

This Death notice first appeared on February 1
st
. 1934 in the Strathmore Standard, 

Alberta, (they are still publishing a weekly paper in 2002. 
 

Dennis Roll says that from this he is guessing that the Knox and McClure couple 

that they disembarked at Philadelphia, Penn. When they came from Ireland. 
 

The Dennis Roll, Connection. 
 

Dennis Roll is a great grandson of Anson and Mary Elizabeth Barnett (nee) 

Mc.Clure daughter of Ann Knox, born, Castletorrison, Convoy, Co.Donegal, 

Ireland, 1820, and married James McClure from Magherahee, Convoy, 

Co.Donegal, Ireland. I have some descendants of Martha Knox and Sam 

Blackburn, through a Jerry Long, 

 

Dennis was born in 1946, in Calgary, Alberta, 

Canada. and began my early years at 

Rockyford ,just North East of Strathmore, 

Alberta, Canada. My parents moved to an 

irrigated farm east of Vauxhall in southern 

Alberta in 1954 where I grew up. I attended 

University of Alberta and graduated in 1968 

with a degree in Agriculture, specializing in 
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soil science. I worked all my life with provincial and federal governments as an 

irrigation specialist in Saskatchewan and Alberta. I retired this past April 2002 

and moved to a house in Cochrane, overlooking the Rocky Mountains. I live with 

a friend who was born in England and moved here when she was five years old 

with her parents. Her father came from the forest of Dean in England. My sister 

visited Ireland a few years ago, but I never yet gotten outside the continent.  

Trina is a career councillor at Red Deer College Red Deer, Alberta. .Marty and 

Alenda farms at Rumsey, Alberta. (Grain and cattle) 
                                                                                         By Dennis Roll, 27

th
. October 

2002. 

 

Martha Ann Mc Clure a daughter of James and Ann Mc.Clure (nee) Knox 

received £ 500. Sterling's by way of a Will from her Aunt Rebecca in Australia. 

 

William Blackburn Eaton and his wife visited them in 1946 in Strathmore, 

Alberta, Canada. 

They met a James Thomas Barnett, Eatonôs second cousin through the Knox 

Connection. He was a son of the late Anson Barnett. 

 

James lives on a Ranch of some 1845 acres, farms almost 1100 acres, had 745 

acres of wheat in 1946 at an average 20 bushels per acre. 
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Easther Knox, born Ireland, married George Donnell, from Cunningham, 

Clonleigh, Lifford, County Donegal. He was a widower, and a farmer. 

This family emigrated to Australia, there was no issue to this family, and nothing 

more is known of it. 
 

Rebecca Knox, born Ireland married David Cullen, (see marriage 

cert) Cottown, Raphoe, on the 1
st
 July 1852, Rebecca was then 18 

years old. They were married in the Presbyterian Church Convoy by 

the Rev  John P.Dickson, and emigrated to  Australia, their was no 

issue to this union, she left £ 500 Sterling to her niece in America 

by way of a Will ,her name was Ann McClure, there is nothing 

more known of this family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Margaret Knox, born  Ireland, nothing is known of this person 

 

Joseph Knox born 1821 Castletorrison / Craigs, as the Knoxôs had now moved 

farm, but only by about half a mile, their new address became known as the 

Craigs or Tomôs Croft, Convoy, County Donegal. 

Joseph was the only one of this family not to emigrate, he stayed on at his home 

place where he learned the arts and crafts of farming the 60 acre farm where he 

lived with his father John Knox  and mother( nee) Herron, from Donegal Town , 

Co.Donegal, Ireland.  
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Then Knox / Sherland Connection. 
 

 

Joseph Knox married Jane 

Shirlow from 

Maghreanappan, Convoy in 

1856.  

 

The had a family of four, 2 

sons and 2 daughters.  their 

names were,  

John Knox, born 1858, 

Marthann Knox, born 1860, Catherine (Cassie) Knox, born 1861, James Knox, 

born 1863. 

 

Jane Sherland had one brother named James, born (circa) 1820.  his wifeôs  

name is not known to me, and had one known son named Alexander ( better 

known as Alec), born (circa) 1850, who married Elizabeth Quinton, born (circa) 

1852, from Ballindraitt  Lifford, and had a  family of six whoôs names were, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 James Sherland, born 1880 

married a lady by the name of 

Hunter, born 1900, in 

Rossgarrow Kerrykeel, County 

Donegal. 

 

They had three children. Their 

names where, Alexander born, 

1919, Cecil born, 1921, Mary 

born, 1924, Alec and Cecil did 

not marry,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


